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heartily and spontaneously accepted by the Nizam, as it
was frankly and sincerely put forward by ourselves/* This
certainly is an overstatement. Whatever impression might
have been left on Lord Curzon's mind after the interview,
I am constrained to say, with great regret, that the terms
presented to my father with such emphasis and persistency
by the Viceroy of India and a statesman of command-
ing personality, were, as his note contemporaneously
recorded abundantly shows, neither " spontaneously " nor
" heartily " accepted. The course that was adopted in
obtaining his assent to a settlement, which had been
regarded with such abhorrence by successive Nizams, and
had been repeatedly rejected before, divests it of all claim to
spontaneity, and deprives the discussion of the character
of a free debate. In view of the momentous issue involved,
it would have been better, in fairness, to have allowed a
little time for deliberation and some opportunity for con-
sultation with his advisers ; but none such was given.

Even if my father had willingly agreed to the settlement
of 1902, I claim to be entitled to question its validity as
beyond his constitutional powers, for he had no authority
in the circumstances, to alienate any part of the territories
he held in trust for his people and his successors. This
proposition has high juristic support. The assignments
made by our forefathers for the protection of the Hyderabad
State or for the benefit of the dynasty stand on quite another
plane.

From Lord Curzon's own Note, it is quite evident that
my father never for a moment admitted any " prescription/'
nor was he a party to any effort " directed to the discovery
of a solution/' In an issue which involves the good faith
of the British Government, the doctrine of prescription is
an irrelevancy. Besides, the repeated recognition of the
title of the Hyderabad State to the restoration of the Berars,
when the necessity for their retention ceased, lifts the ques-
tion out of the region of technicalities. When the British
Government, in 1881, transferred the Mysore State to
Indian rule, it proved that " prescription " has no weight
in the scales against justice and equity. Mysore had been